MONTHLY NOTICES 


OF THE 

ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. XXII. Dec. 13, 1861. No. 2. 


Dr. Lee, President, in the Chair. 

Henry Worms, Esq., Park Crescent, Portland Place; and 
Rev. John Sargent, 6 Bentinek Terrace, Regent’s Park, 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 


Grant for a Hill Observatory in India. 

The following letter was received in answer to an appli¬ 
cation for the aid of Her Majesty’s Government towards the 
establishment for a limited period, under the superintendence 
of Captain Jacob, of an Observatory in the neighbourhood of 
Bombay, at a considerable altitude above the sea. 

Treasury Chambers, 

8 th August, 1861. 

In reply to your application addressed to Lord Palmerston 
on the 24th June last, for a grant to the Royal Astronomical 
Society of 1000Z. in aid of the proposed temporary maintenance 
of an observatory near Poonah, I am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you that 
the sum of 1000 1 . having been voted in Parliament for the object, 
described in your letter, My Lords will be prepared to issue the 
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30 Dr. Wolfers, on the Right Ascensions and 

amount in such manner as you may desire, on the understanding 
that the Society will see to the proper application of the lund 
thus placed at its disposal, 

X hare the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Tour obedient servant, 

(Signed) Geo. A. Hamilton. 

The President and Treasurer of the Royal Astronomical Society, 
Somerset House. 

A letter was sent to his Lordship expressing the thanks, of 
the Council for the promptness with which their application 

had been met. , 

The foregoing grant was announced by the President at 
the November Meeting, and should have been mentioned in the 
last number of the Notices. 




On the Right Ascensions and Declinations of the Radcliffe 
Catalogue. By Dr. Wolfers. 


( Communicated, by the Rev, R. Main.) 


The Radcliffe Trustees having presented to me the obser¬ 
vations made at the Radcliffe Observatory, Oxford, vols. xviii. 
and xix., I have compared the places of stars contained in 
these two volumes with those contained in the Tabulcs Reduc- 
tionum. Having combined these two series of differences with 
the earlier-obtained series ( Astr . Nctchr., No. 1181), I have 
obtained the table of comparisons which I now send. 

Excluding only the R.A. of the two polar stars « and 
$ Ursts Minoris , the result of the comparison is 


Number of 
Observations. 

347 


J. — W. 

Number of 

It. A, Observations. Bed. 

-fo^oaS 288 + o "* o 46 


Excluding, moreover, the R.A. of the circumpolar stars 
* Ursce Majoris, y Ursce Majoris , and /3 Ursce Minoris ; fur¬ 
ther excluding the R.A. of * Geminorum , because in the 
Tab. Red. there is given the mean of the R.A. of *’ and 
#.* Geminorum , but in the observations the R.A. of each of 
them, the difference of the two R.A. given in the Astr.Jahrbuch 
being not very accurate, the result of the whole comparison is 


j. — w. 

Number of Number of 

Observations. R.A. Observations. 

316 +o* , oi7 288 


Docl. 

+ o "’046 


To the R.A. of * Canis Majoris the correction of M. Peters 
applied; and these differences being reduced to the year i860, 
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